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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. Extent of consumer comment is reported when such information is available. 


@ National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) has issued implementing amendments to the Federal Credit 
Union Act authorizing Federal credit unions to make residential mortgage loans with maturities of up to 30 years. 
Until the new law was passed, such loans had to be paid back in 10 years. NCUA received 70 comments on the 
proposed amendments, most of which supported the 30-year maturity rule. May 8 was effective date. Details— 
Federal Register: April 7, page 14924; Nov. 23, 1977, page 59980. CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1977. For more 
information write or call Joseph Bellenghi, National Credit Union Administration, 2025 M St., NW, Washington, DC 
20456; telephone 202-254-8760. 


© Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has exempted from child-resistant packaging requirements cer- 
tain unflavored, powdered aspirin products in unit doses of not more than 13 grains. (The exemption was permitted on 
an interim basis pending completion of rulemaking proceedings.) CPSC received 36 comments, 33 from consumers and 
3 from doctors. Many comments included general views on special packaging for all products and on the difficulty 
handicapped and elderly persons encounter in opening child-resistant packages. Effective date was April 21. 
Details—Federal Register: April 21, page 17330; April 19, 1977, page 20291. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 1, 1977. For 
more information write or call Wade D. Anderson, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207; 
telephone 301-492-6617. 


@ Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) will suspend the trading of commodity options after May 31 
because of “unsound and illegal practices engaged in by individuals and firms selling commodity options.” The rule has no 
effect on transactions made on or before May 31 or on firms that buy commodity options in connection with their busi- 
ness. In issuing the rule CFTC said that the continued sale of commodity options would “pose a substantial threat to the 
general public” because “most of the firms that offer and sell commodity options employ high pressure ‘boiler room’ sales 
practices” in violation of antifraud rules. CFTC said these tactics prevent the commodity options customer “from making 
a reasoned investment judgment.” Details—Federal Register April 17, page 16153; Feb. 6, page 4869. CONSUMER 


REGISTER; Feb. 15. For further information contact Teresa J. Hermosillo or Mark Rae, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, 2033 K St. NW, Washington, DC 20581; telephone 202-254-5347. 


Nitrates and nitrites 


June 27 is deadline for comments on Agriculture Dept.’s 
proposal to permit certain meat products to be prepared with 
little or no nitrate and nitrite and still be labeled with their 
traditional names—hot dogs, bacon, ham, ete. Other ingre- 
dients used to prepare the products would remain the same. 


Present regulations prohibit manufacturers of nitrate-free 
or reduced nitrate products from calling their products “hot 
dogs” and “bacon,” for example. Instead, they must use terms 
such as “uncured cooked sausage” for hot dogs and “uncured 
breakfast strips’ for bacon because existing standards of 
composition call for nitrates or nitrites in their “recipes.” 


Agriculture is proposing the change “in response to con- 
sumer requests for nitrate-free products, and several meat 
processors have also requested permission to market nitrate- 
or nitrite-free products under their traditional names... ” 
Presumably consumers would be able to buy the products 
more easily if processors were allowed to label the packages 
as hot dogs or bacon. 


However, because nitrate- and nitrite-free (or reduced) 
products tend to spoil faster than those preserved with nit- 
rates and nitrites, Agriculture is proposing to strengthen the 
wording on the labels “in an intensive effort to inform con- 
sumers on how to handle these products to avoid any threat of 
food poisoning.” (Even nitrate-and nitrite-containing pro- 
ducts must be refrigerated, but the labels on them are less 
emphatic. ) 


Under the proposal, the nitrite-free products, unless pre- 
served by thermal processing, fermentation or pickling, dry- 
ing or salting would have to be labeled with the warning, “No 
Nitrate or Nitrite Added—Not Preserved, Must Be Refriger- 
ated below 40 Degrees F. at All Times.” Products with less 
than the traditional amounts of the preservative would have 
to be labeled, “Not Fully Preserved, Must Be Refrigerated 
below 40 Degrees F. at All Times.” 


In addition, Agriculture is proposing to ban the use of nit- 
rites and nitrates in baby, junior and toddler meat foods. Cur- 
rently these products are prepared without the addition of the 
preservatives because their use has been voiuntarily discon- 
tinued by industry. 


Details—Federal Register: April 28, page 18193. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 
20250. For more information write or call Irwin Fried at 
above address; telephone 202-447-6042. 


TV ads directed at children 


Oct. 24 is deadline for comments on Federal Trade Com- 
mission’s (FTC) proposal to ban any TV advertising aimed at 
children too young to understand its selling purpose; ban TV 
advertising of the sugared food products most likely to cause 
tooth decay aimed at or seen by older children; and require 
corrective disclosures in TV advertising of other sugared 
foods aimed at or seen by older children. [See “‘Kidvid’ rule 
proposed” in this issue of CONSUMER NEWS. ] 


A legislative-type hearing (one in which no participant 
may cross-examine any other participant but may submit 
written questions to the Presiding Officer) on the proposed 
rule will begin Nov. 6 in San Francisco and continue on Nov. 
20 in Washington, DC, ending by Dee. 16. The hearings are 
open to the public. Deadline for exhibits and requests to ap- 
pear at the legislative hearing is also Oct. 24. 


Details—Federal Register: April 27, page 17967. Send com- 
ments to Morton Needleman, Federal Trade Commission, 
Washington, DC 20580. For more information write or call 
Ellis Ratner (202-724-1464) or Randell Ogg (202-724-1449) at 
above address. For information on reimbursement of public 
participation costs write or call Bonnie Naradzay, Special As- 
sistant for Public Participation at above address; 
202-523-3391. 


telephone 





Mercury vapor lamps 


June 20 is deadline for comments on a Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA) proposal to set standards for high- 
intensity, mercury vapor lamps. The rule would apply to “metal 
halide” and “self ballasted” types which make use of a high 


pressure are discharge tube with a fill consisting primarily of 


mercury surrounded by an outer globe. FDA says the lamps 


can be dangerous if they continue to operate when the outer 
globe is broken or missing, enabling the lamp to emit intense 
ultraviolet radiation. [See CONSUMER NEWS March 1.] The 
lamp industry reports that more than 25 million such lamps are 
currently in use in the US, primarily in school gyms, stores, 
industrial facilities, streets and highways. 


FDA says that exposure to rays of mercury vapor lamps 
having broken outer globes can lead to severe burns, painful 
and even permanent eye damage, and that long term exposure 
can lead to skin cancer. 


Under the proposal lamps must either (1) extinguish them- 
selves within 15 minutes after the outer globe is broken or re- 
moved, (2) be packaged with labels warning that the lamp is not 
to be used “where excessive human exposure is likely to oceur,” 
and an explanation of the possible hazards. 


Self-extinguishing lamps would be clearly marked with the 
letter “T” on both the base and outer globe, and lamps not de- 
signed to self-extinguish would be marked with the letter “R.” 


Details—Federal Register: April 21, page 16997. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk (HFC-20), Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For more infor- 


mation contact George C. Jan, Bureau of Radiological Health 
(HF X-460), at the asove address; telephone 301-443-3426. 


Fairness Doctrine 


July 5 is new deadline for comments on Federal Communi- 
cations Commission’s (FCC) Fairness Doctrine inquiry. FCC 
granted the extension in response to requests for additional 
time from the Committee for Open Media and the National 
Association of Broadcasters. 


Under the Fairness Doctrine radio and TV stations must 
cover controversial issues and allow time for opposing view- 
points in overall programming. It does not require that “equal 
time” be given to each side. 


The US Court of Appeals ordered the FCC inquiry into 2 
alternatives for enforcing the doctrine, one proposed by former 
FCC General Counsel Henry Geller, the other by the Commit- 
tee for Open Media. 


Mr. Geller’s “Ten Issue Proposal” requires each TV station 
to prepare an annual list of the 10 (or other number) controver- 
sial public issues chosen by the station for the most coverage in 
that vear. Each station would also list offers for response it 
received and the ‘representative programming presented on 
each issue—this information to be kept in the station’s public 
files. 


The Committee for Open Media’s “Right of Access Pro- 
posal” calls for a voluntary public access system which the FCC 
would accept as compliance with the Fairness Doctrine. Sta- 
tions electing the system would air a specified number of spot 
messages discussing public issues each week, with half of this 
time available to individuals or groups in the community on a 


first-come, first-served basis, and half available on a “represen- 
tative spokesperson” basis determined by petition signatures 
and other objective criteria. 


FCC particularly wants comments on present Fairness 
Doctrine compliance, i.e., are the stations you see and hear 
presenting controversial issues and opposing views? 


Details—Federal Register, March 6, page 9201, and April 27, 
page 18030. Send comments to BC Docket No 78-60, Secretary, 
Federal Communications Commission, Washington, DC 20554. 
For more information write or call Milton O. Gross, Broadcast 
Bureau at above address; telephone 202-632-7586. 


Extension cords 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has de- 
nied a petition for developing a mandatory safety standard for 
electrical extension cords because it says currently available 
information does not indicate such a standard is necessary. 


The petition, filed by National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association (NEMA) in May 1973, asked that CPSC begin 
proceedings for such a standard, primarily to reduce mouth 
burn injuries to children and to increase the general safety of 
such cords. At first CPSC granted the petition, but in the 
process of commencing a mandatory standard development 
proceeding Underwriters Laboratories (UL) revised its vol- 
untary standard, which specifically addresses mouth burns. 
As a result, NEMA eventually asked that UL’s revised volun- 
tary standard be considered an acceptable alternative to de- 
veloping a mandatory standard. 


CPSC notes that about 80% of the current production of 
extension cords conforms to UL standards and believes that 
increased industry conformance to voluntary requirements no 
less stringent than UL’s will reduce the number and severity 
of extension cord injuries. 


UL has proposed additional revisions to its standard to 
require heavier insulation on extension cords and to require a 
permanent label attached to the cord (1) warning consumers 
of potential hazards and (2) providing instructions for the safe 
use of the cord. 


CPSC stresses that if voluntary standards do not reduce 
injuries, CPSC might in the future decide to develop a manda- 
tory standard for extension cords. 


Details—Federal Register: March 9, page 9632. CONSUMER 
NEws Nov. 15, 1977. For more information write or call Carl 
Blechschmidt, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20207; telephone 301-492-6557. 


Credit disclosure 


Federal Reserve System (FRS) has decided to suspend its 
proposed rulemaking on several regulations concerning dis- 
closure of credit terms to consumers. Proposed amendments 
were intended to eliminate unnecessary and complicated com- 
ponents from truth-in-lending statements. Reason for the 
suspension: A bill is pending in Congress to simplify and re- 
form the Truth in Lending Act. 


Details—Federal Register: April 18, page 16346; May 9, 1977, 
page 23516. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 15, 1977. For more 
information write or call Anne Geary, Divison of Consumer 
Affairs, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
Washington, DC 20551; telephone 202-452-2761. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name Date 
Street 

City State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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